Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith and the Tragic Hero


	Objective:  Identify and describe each stage of Anakin’s journey as he transforms from a young Jedi into a Sith Lord.

	Hubris


	

	Hamartia


	

	Anagnorisis


	

	Peripeteia


	

	Describe the ways in which Anakin Skywalker matches the definition of a tragic hero.  Match each of the following traits with a portion from Anakin’s story.

The Tragic Hero must… 

1) be noble (so that he falls from a great height)

2) suffer more than he deserves

3) be doomed from the start

4) must be physically wounded from hi s experiences

5) experience a “rebirth” when he realizes his downfall is his own fault
	1)

2)

3)

4)

5)




	What is Anakin’s tragic flaw?  Identify it and defend your answer in 5-8 sentences with examples.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What happens to Anakin that makes the viewer experience catharsis (a purging of emotion)?  Why do we sympathize with him during episodes I, II and III knowing he’s the villain in episodes IV, V and VI?  Defend your answer in 5-8 sentences.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


