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April-June
Literary Skills (Magical Realism)
Magical realism is a writing style in which fantasy and reality are combined to

create a fantastic image or occurrence.
Example and Significance of Magical Realism:

Magical Realism: “Tita was literally washed into this world on a great tide of tears that

spilled over the edge of the table and flooded across the kitchen floor” (p.6).

Significance: The quote describes an occurrence of childbirth. The author has combined

the reality of childbirth with the fantasy of a baby being washed into the world on a large

body of water. The deeper meaning of the quote is that Tita is born prematurely due to a

sensitivity to onions which foreshadows the pain she will endure in life. An aesthetic

image is created by contrasting the strong, sharp smell and taste of an onion instead of

stating that Mama Elena will be cruel to Tita because she did not want her. While Mama

Elena in her treatment of Tita could easily be compared to the step-mother in Cinderella,

the author has used magical realism to show the cruelness in a unique way.

Instruction: Read the quote below and discuss the significance of the quote.

Magical Realism: “…she saw from the sunlight that it was already late, that packing up some of Gertrudis’ past along with their clothes, had taken longer than she imagined.  It hadn’t been easy to fit into the suitcase the day the three of them made their First Communion.” (70)
Significance:
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__________________________________________________________________
For each of the Chapters you have read beyond March, quote a scene in which the author uses magical realism and discuss the significance of the quote.
Magical Realism (May):
Significance:
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Magical Realism (June):
Significance:
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